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Javelin Prepares for Taxi Tests: Defense Company Makes Milestone


Englewood, CO -- April 22, 2005 – After five years of research, development and stringent testing, Denver-based Aviation Technology Group is preparing to taxi-test their Javelin jet prototype.  The many months of sitting on special support fixtures ended as the jet was lowered to its own landing gear last week – the first in the final steps toward runway reality.  

The Javelin represents an unrivaled twist on the very light jet market, owing its sleek looks and efficient handling to breakthrough avionics systems, lightweight turbofan engines and ergonomic design.  In addition, the two-seater design is unique to the Javelin in a market of VLJs that usually seat four or more.  ATG intends to expand the Javelin platform to include a military trainer, making it one of the most versatile jets on the market.  “Its efficiency and versatility make it ideal for personal, business and government use,” said ATG CEO George Bye.  “That’s what makes the Javelin so unique to this industry.”
When ATG distributes its inaugural round of Javelins, it will deliver Air Force capability to power players like Oracle CEO Larry Ellison, Dave Liniger, chairman and co-founder of RE/MAX International, and billionaire telecommunications magnate Bruce McCaw.  While the company has more than 100 deposits on the books for their civil version of the Javelin, Bye contends that the company will soon be a major player in the military marketplace, as well.  “The Javelin has a meaningful opportunity as a military trainer and will fill a variety of other utilities for homeland defense patrol and other government duties,” said Bye.   
Another interesting aspect of ATG’s progress is that it has been accomplished as a privately held corporation.  “When people take stock of our leadership team, our advanced technology and our strategic aerospace marketing and development partners, they begin to see the remarkable story of a new Colorado-based company,” said Bye, who spends much of his time building the company and traveling to win the hearts of future customers.

Assembling his management dream team in late 2004, Bye convinced formerly retired Cessna and Jeppesen executives Charlie Johnson and Horst Bergmann to join the payroll.  With 80+ years of combined aviation know-how, Johnson and Bergmann lend both experience and industry passion to ATG.  

Bye dreamed of merging luxury with performance when he formed ATG in 2000 and decided to take the VLJ concept to its extreme.  A former fighter pilot instructor, Bye says that the Javelin rivals the speed and agility of the USAF T-38 advanced jet trainer.  “It incorporates advanced technology with the latest composite structural materials and manufacturing processes,” he said.  “Previous to these developments, there was little potential for something like the Javelin because it would have to be much larger, heavier and incredibly expensive.”


###

Incorporated in 2000, ATG is dedicated to the design, development and production of the Javelin executive jet as well as numerous derivatives, including the Javelin advanced jet trainer.  Initial customer deliveries of the FAA-certified Javelin are slated for late 2007.  For photographs and additional information go to www.avtechgroup.com.

�





www.avtechgroup.com








